


Elly’s problems stemmed from the 
baggage of her past. Since her parent’s death 
when she was 10, Elly lived as if she were a 
prisoner. Debilitated by mental illness and 
longing for a sanctuary, she went to Sweden, 
but her dreams for her future were shattered. 
There was no place for her. The asylum process 
was so long, it made her sick. The doctors gave 
her lots of medicine, but it didn’t help. She 
found herself a lonely outsider in the place she 
came for freedom.

Starving for acceptance, she went to 
church. Though she had been raised in a 
secularized Muslim environment, she felt 
neither Muslim nor Christian. One day, a 
hidden picture from her past came to mind 
– she had seen The JESUS Film with her 
parents. She remembered that when Jesus was 
hanging on the cross, her mother cried and 

said, “Look, they killed God.” 
She asked to see the film and then 
watched it again and again. Realizing 
by accepting Jesus she would have true 
freedom, she prayed, thanking God that 
he received her as his child. 

As she slept that night, she dreamed she 
was sitting in a dark garden, calling on God and 
asking why he did not help her. All at once the 
whole garden was flooded with light and in the 
open sky she saw Jesus. The next morning, she 
woke up healed from all her mental illnesses. 
She didn’t need strong medicine or sleeping 
pills anymore. She continued to grow in her 
faith and was baptized. 

Though Elly’s difficult circumstances 
have not changed, Jesus changed her life from 
the inside out. Today, she walks with him and 
helps reach other refugees with the gospel. 

She was the inspiration for ‘Hannah’s House’ 
in Sweden. Though not a physical place, 
‘Hannah’s House’ is a gathering in locations 
like a coffee shop which provides a time of 
emotional shelter for refugees and introduces 
them to Jesus.

The stories continue online at  
projecthannah.org/sweden
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